Program Committee Report for CABF - AGM October 2025

The Program Committee for the past two (2) years has been made up of a team of
dedicated, informed and faithful individuals: Paul Burden, (Port Williams United
Baptist Church), Lana Churchill, (Port Williams United Baptist Church); Arla
Johnson (First Baptist Church Halifax); and myself (First Baptist Church Halifax).
The effectiveness of these folks married with the teamwork of other CABFers,
have made our CABF events successful and stand well in our CABF history!

The June 7" RUSHTON Lecture Luncheon was a success! Approximately twenty
(20) attendees in person and several folks online! A great guest speaker- Dr.
Jackie Kinley who volunteered her time with us! (Thank you again Dr. Kinley!)

Her presentation: ‘Staying Healthy, Optimistic and Calm Through Challenging
Times;’ was shared in a very conversational manner. This presentation was relaxed
and informative. Dr. Kinley spoke about today’s world events and how we can deal
with them, and what we can and cannot control. The information was presented
in ‘lay person’ language - good lessons for all. Lunch was organized by the Allens
(David and Joyce) - and was not a disappointment. Joyce and Susan Colquhoun
plated the lunch - sandwiches, salads, homemade cakes, and squares prepared by
Joyce, and Lana. The saying ‘many hands make light work’ were evident in this
gathering!

The guest speaker for this year’s AGM was also organized by the CABF Program
Committee. Robert Wright a well known queer, African Nova Scotian Social
Worker and Sociologist whose 35-year career has spanned the fields of education,
child welfare, forensic mental health, trauma, sexual violence, and cultural
competence, is our guest speaker! Mr. Wright’s first presentation is titled The
Shelter of Freedom, and his second presentation is titled The Command of
Freedom. Mr. Wright is associated with at least ten (10) organizations in Halifax -
hopefully, representatives from these organizations will be able to attend these
presentations.

CABF is excited about returning to First Baptist Church Amherst (FBCA) for this
2025 AGM! It has been a long time since CABF last organized meetings at FBCA.
We appreciate the welcome from FBCA congregation; and as always, we know we
will be delighted with their hospitality!
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This past year CABF has revised its constitution. As a result of revisions, each
committee was asked to draft ‘Terms of Reference.” The Program Committee has
prepared its Terms of Reference.

Thank you everyone, for your collaboration and hard work, which has helped
CABF achieve our goals this past year. Your dedication and positive attitudes
inspired the Program Committee.

Blessings.

Respectfully submitted,

Arla Johnson & Lee Nicholas-Pattillo
Co-Chairs Program Committee



