
 

 

 
 
 
CABF President’s Report, October,  2025 
 
“Often when something is ending we discover within it the spore of new beginning, and a whole 
new train of possibility is in motion before we even realize it.  
When the heart is ready for a fresh beginning, unforeseen things can emerge . . . An opening for 
surprises.” (To Bless the Space Between Us.  By John O’Donohue) 
 
As my term as President of CABF comes to a close, I look back with gratitude. 
 I have met many new brothers and sisters in Christ; been privileged to attend CABF Cross 
Canada Conferences in Edmonton and Halifax; and worked closely with committees that exude 
commitment and energy towards the future of our Association. What a blessing all of this has 
been.  
 
As I now begin the next chapter as Chair of Nominating, the path ahead looks bright. I thank all 
those who have been so supportive, especially our past President, Lee Nicholas Patillo, our 
treasurer David Allen, Secretaries Sheila Stanley and Mandi Hecht, and Vice (now new 
President) Hugh Kirkegaard as well as all the other members on Council. What a great team 
with whom to work. CABF is in good hands.  
 
I would like to leave you with a blessing. According to John O’Donohue, “a blessing is a circle of 
light drawn around a person to protect, heal, and strengthen.”(p 198) 
 
May the LORD bless you, and keep you; May the LORD make His face shine upon you, and be 
gracious to you; May the LORD lift up His face to you, and give you peace.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Marlene Knowles 
 
 


