
Vision: Baptists freely seeking, living, sharing, and celebrating justice, peace and love under 

the lordship of Christ.  

 

Mission: We encourage and support churched, pastors and other individuals to understand 

and affirm Baptist freedoms as they express their faith.  

 

 

Attendees: David Allen, Joyce Allen, Glenn Altadore, Ida Armstrong-Whitehouse, Rachel Borley, 

Adam Boyd, Rosemary Britton, John Churchill, Renee Clarke, Ed Colquohoun, Susan Colquhoun, 

Harold Corbett, Karen Corbett, David Csinos, Jenny Eisner, Rusty Edwards, Dave Gibson, Grace 

Gibson, Amanda Hecht, Paul Hunter, Jeremy Keay, Aaron Kenny, Scott Kindred-Barnes, Hugh 

Kirkegaard, Marlene Knowles, Marge Kobwka, Glenn Malcolm, Alberta Morgan, Bert Radford, 

Amanda Strain, Judy Shierman, Sheila Stanley, Jeff White, Sharon White 

Regrets: Lee Nicholas-Pattillo, Sarah Scott 

1:  Welcome and Prayer: President Marlene Knowles called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

ADT, and welcomed everyone attending in person and via Zoom. Judy Shierman opened the 

meeting with prayer. Marlene then invited each person present to briefly introduce 

themselves including something about their connection with CABF. Quorum was confirmed. 

2.  Approval of Agenda: The President advised that the agenda and all materials for the 

meeting had been posted on the website.  

Hugh Kirkegaard moved and Aaron Kenny seconded that the Agenda be approved.   

Motion Carried 

3.  Approval of CABF Meeting Minutes 

a.  Minutes for AGM 29 September 2023: Sheila Stanley moved, and Adam Boyd seconded, 

that the minutes for the 2023 AGM be approved.  

Motion Carried 

b. Minutes of CABF Business Meeting 01 June 2024: Sheila Stanley moved and Ida 

Armstrong-White seconded that the minutes be approved.  

Motion Carried 

 

4.  Business Arising: There was no business arising for discussion.  
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5. Treasurer’s Report:  

 Treasurer David Allen moved and Hugh Kirkegaard seconded that the Consolidated Financial 

Statements for 2023/24 covering the period 01 August 2023 through 31 July 2024 be 

approved.  

Motion Carried 

6. Reports from Council: 

All written reports from the Standing Committees of Council had been posted for review on 

the CABF website prior to the AGM. Rather than review each one in detail during the 

meeting, each report was presented on the Zoom screen in sequence. President Marlene 

invited both the Chairs to make any comments and those present to make comments/ ask 

any questions on each. All reports would be addressed in a single motion.  

 a.  President’s Report: Marlene Knowles 

 b.  Publications Committee: Aaron Kenny 

 Chair Aaron Kenny expressed how much he had enjoyed his time as Chair of the 

Publications Committee. He indicated one edit in his report – that the theme for the 

CABF Cross Canada Gathering in October 2024 is ‘Chaos and Christ’ rather than ‘Christ 

and Chaos’. He then invited Bulletin Editor Scott Kindred-Barnes to provide an update 

on his ambitious project of writing a history of the CABF and its predecessor 

organization ABF (Atlantic Baptist Fellowship).  

 Scott has not yet determined the title for the book, quoting David MacCulloch that ‘the 

title comes last’ and that this will likely be the case in this instance -  perhaps something 

along the lines of ‘Unity and Diversity...’? Due the magnitude of the project and the 

reality of his other commitments, the pace for completion has been slower than 

planned. The book has fifteen chapters (some close to completion) tracing 50 years of 

mission highlighting key events during that period.  Sample topics include formation of 

the ABF and the issues/factors leading to its formation; educating Baptists; evolution of 

The Bulletin; influential speakers over the years; freedom vs. coercion (voluntary faith, 

Baptist polity worked ‘on the ground’); women’s ordination;  ecumenism; evangelism; 

sexually expanding horizons; transition from ABF to CABF... Scott expressed thanks to 

Aaron for his support in reading drafts and helping him with defining deadlines. In 

responding to Marlene’s question about how we could help, Scott asked for our prayers 

and acknowledged he has to be mindful of how much he takes on in addition to his 

congregational ministry while also completing this project that he considers so 

important.  

(Dave Csinos left the meeting at this time) 

 c. Constitution and Governance Committee: Dave Gibson 
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 d.  Credentials Committee: Rusty Edwards 

 Rusty provided a brief update on some initiatives highlighted in his report.  

 Ordination Examining Council for Andrea King from the UK and Luke Dowding from the 

UK, working in Albania 

 The Ordination Examining Council had met with each of the candidates and 

unanimously recommended that the Congregation of First Baptist Church Halifax (FBCH) 

proceed with ordination. The Diaconate of FBCH has since recommended, and the 

Congregation has approved proceeding to ordination that will occur on the afternoon of 

Sunday, October 27th. About 20 guests from the United Kingdom, including key leaders, 

are expected to attend. A reception will follow the service of ordination, and more 

details will follow.  

 Local Church Minister 

 Rusty noted that, in response to local church needs, the Credentials Committee would 

be presenting more on the new credential later in the New Business section of the AGM 

Agenda ratifying amendments to the Policy and Procedures Manual. 

 e.  Finance Committee: David Allen 

 There was no Chair for this Committee at the time of the AGM, so David Allen 

(Treasurer) clarified that the budget for the 2024-25 year comprised the Finance 

Committee Report. The Committee had met a couple of times to review finances and to 

prepare the budget for Council approval.  

 f.  Program Committee: Marlene Knowles 

 The office of Chair was vacant at the time of the AGM, so President Marlene Knowles 

who had attended meetings of this Committee had prepared a brief report, and she 

now highlighted two key events – the Rushton Lecture that had occurred in June and 

also the upcoming CABF Cross Canada Conference organized by a sub-committee of the 

Program Committee to be held from October 28 through October 31 at First Baptist 

Church in Halifax. We were fortunate in receiving a grant from the Christie Fund in 

Amherst First Baptist to help support the Conference. Registration forms are available 

on the CABF website.  

 In response to a question asking whether the Conference would be of primary interest 

to clergy or lay persons, President Marlene clarified that the Conference was intended 

to be of interest to all attendees with everyone attending the presentation sessions 

focusing on the theme Chaos and Christ. Attendees would then split into three groups – 

Chaplains, Clergy, and Lay Persons – to discuss and reflect in depth on how the 

presentation topic is relevant to us and what we do.  



 

 

 g.  Membership Committee: Joyce Allen 

 The report had been posted previously on the CABF website. Of particular note, there 

were five new Individual Members as well as two new Member Churches added during 

the year ending 31 July 2024. The 17 Member Churches stretch across the country and 

include British Columbia (2), Alberta (2), Saskatchewan (1), Ontario (2) and Nova Scotia 

(10).  

 h.  Website Committee: Jenny Eisner 

 Jenny Eisner had very recently been appointed as Chair of the Website Committee 

following the loss of our dear colleague, friend and leader, the Rev. John E. Boyd who 

died in May. President Marlene had prepared a brief report and thanked Jenny and 

Dave Gibson for their work in ensuring the materials for the AGM were ready for this 

meeting.  

 i. Alliance of Baptists: Jeremy Keay  

In commenting on his report, Jeremy encouraged everyone to check out upcoming 

events at the Alliance and to join in any of its online events which gather voices to focus 

on challenging theological and social issues.  

 j.  Canadian Council of Churches (CCC): Hugh Kirkegaard 

Representative Hugh Kirkegaard highlighted that the decision of the predecessor body 

to the Canadian Baptists of Atlantic Canada (CBAC) to withdraw from the Canadian 

Council of Churches (CCC) was a significant factor in the formation of the Atlantic Baptist 

Fellowship, the CABF’s predecessor body. Our founders held ecumenism as a paramount 

priority, and the ABF/CABF has had a consistent presence in the CCC since its inception. 

Interestingly, the CBAC is now coming to the CCC as an observer.  

  Harold Corbett moved, and John Church seconded that all reports be approved.  

Motion Carried 

  7. New Business 

  a. Nominating Committee Report: Lee Nicholas-Pattillo 

President Marlene presented the Nominating Committee Report on behalf of Lee 

Nicholas-Pattillo who was unable to be present. She noted that, in spite of the 

extensive work done by the Committee, one Executive position (Secretary), two Chair 

positions (Chair of Finance, Chair of Publications), three Committee positions 

(Nominations, Website, Constitution and Governance) and one Member-at-Large 

position remain unfilled.  
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As a result of President Marlene calling for further nominations, Jeff White was 

nominated to serve on the Website Committee, and he agreed. Further, Amanda 

Hecht volunteered for the role of Secretary.  

Dave Gibson moved, and Ida Armstrong-Whitehouse seconded, that the Nominations 

Committee report be approved with the additions of Jeff White and Amanda Hecht. 

Motion Carried 

 

    b. Budget 2023/2024: Treasurer David Allen 

David Allen moved and Ed Colquhoun seconded that the 2024/2025 budget 

previously approved by Council be accepted.  

Motion Carried 

With reference indirectly to the budget and also to the Publications Committee, Hugh 

noted how impressed he was with the quality of the digital version of The Bulletin 

and whether this might be a potential way of reducing production costs. Aaron 

thanked Hugh and advised that having The Bulletin distributed electronically may 

eventually be a source of cost savings as people become more familiar and 

comfortable with this method of receiving it.  

   c. Ratification of New Members: Joyce Allen 

On Membership Chair Joyce Allen’s behalf, David presented the following motions 

previously approved by Council for ratification by the Assembly: 

Motion 1 

Whereas, the Membership Committee recommended acceptance and the CABF 

Council on August 14, 2024 had approved the application of Andrew MacDonald for 

CABF individual membership, David Allen moved that the membership of CABF ratify 

the action by the CABF Council regarding the approval of Andrew MacDonald as a 

member of the CABF.  

John Churchill seconded the motion and then asked that, by way of introduction, a 

little more be shared about Andrew.  

Andrew is ordained and spent several years as a missionary in Jamaica and teaching 
at a teacher’s college run by the Anglican Diocese in Jamaica. His religious 
background is Baptist and his family attended a Baptist Church pastured by Dan 
Gibson while Dan was ministering in Ontario. He discovered CABF online and has 
read through our website and felt the values presented reflected what he desires to 
see through a church planting project he is leading in Waterloo, Ontario. 



 

 

 

Motion Carried 

Motion 2 

Whereas the Membership Committee recommended acceptance and the CABF 

Council on September 11, 2024, by motion approved the application for CABF 

individual membership 

David Allen moved that the membership of CABF ratify the action taken by the CABF 

Council regarding the approval of Craig Traynor as a member of CABF. 

John Churchill seconded the motion. 

By way of a background introduction, Jeremy Keay shared that Craig had been a long-

time pastor of First Baptist Church in Edmonton, AB before serving in palliative care 

and now part of the chaplaincy cohort in CABF.  

Motion Carried 

(Rosemary Britton left the meeting at this time) 

d.  Ratification of Amendments to the Policy and Procedures Manual 

Dave Gibson included the motions in the report available on the CABF website and 

presented each in sequence.  

Motion 1: Re Terms of Reference for Website Committee 

Dave moved that: 

The members of the Association hereby ratify the decision of the Association Council on 

May 8, 2024, to approve the changes to pages 20 -22 of the Policy and Procedures Manual 

respecting updating the Terms of Reference of the Website Committee. 

   

  Harold Corbett seconded the motion.  

Motion Carried 

Motion 2: Re Addition of New Credential  

  Dave moved that: 

The members of the Association hereby ratify the decision of the Association Council 

on September 11, 2024, to approve the changes to pages 31 to 46 dealing with 

additions to the Policy on Credentials Committee, as developed by that Committee, to 

include a new category of accreditation to allow a local church to request recognition 

of a Local Church Minister. 
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Rusty seconded the motion and spoke to it as Chair of the Credentials Committee. 

Further to the information provided in the Credentials Committee Report, Rusty 

highlighted that this credentials track is open only to Churches who are members of 

CABF and is driven by the local church. It was specifically designed to meet the needs 

of local churches and intended for bi-vocational or late career ministers serving as 

solo staff members. The application is made by the local church, and the credential 

is only held by the individual while serving that church. The local church determines 

whether they wish to have the individual officiate at weddings by adding the person’s 

name to the provincial list of those accredited to do so.  

Motion Carried 

 Motion 3: Re Quorum 

  Dave moved that: 

The members of the Association hereby ratify the decision of the Association Council on 

September 11, 2024, to approve the addition of pages 54 and 55 to provide an 

Interpretation of Quorum for Members Meetings. 

 

David Allen seconded the motion. 

Motion Carried 

David noted that he has already received a request for information from a Director of 

Music. 

 

Before the meeting ended, Hugh Kirkegaard expressed appreciation to those responsible having 

the AGM information on the CABF website.  

 

8. Adjournment 

  President Marlene declared the meeting adjourned at 8:29 p.m. ADT 

9: Closing Prayer:  

President Marlene closed the gathering with a prayer from “Breath Prayers” contributed by 

Susan Hunter, in the book Lift Up Your Hearts from First Baptist Church Edmonton.  

 

Respectfully submitted 

Sheila Stanley, Interim Secretary 


